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threatened, and, giving up the issue of illegal
convocation, charged him with accusing her of
cruelty, Knox returned in a long speech that he
did not accuse the queen, but that he spoke of the
cruelty of the papists, and everyone knew of their
excesses. Maitland held a whispered consultation
with the queen, and announced that Knox could
go home for the night.
The vote was taken in the absence of the queen,
who was assured that the nobles would find Knox
guilty. On the contrary, however, all except a
few of the Court party voted for his acquittal.
Maitland went for the queen, and, returning
with her, demanded that a fresh vote should be
taken before her. But the nobles were not to be
moved by Maitland's anger or overawed by
Mary's presence. Once again the verdict was in
Knox's favour.
The queen was so upset at the escape of Knox
that some of the nobles who had voted for his
acquittal thought that it would be politic for him
to appease her by a voluntary confession of
repentance. Knox steadfastly refused ; not only
did he feel himself innocent, but the selfsame
nobles who now beseeched him had voted for his
acquittal, and, if he expressed his sorrow, he
would be condemning their verdict. The only
verdict he really cared about, however, was that
of the Kirk, and at the end of the year he sub-
mitted a statement of his case to the General